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Huangxi Academy

History : Huang Xi Academy, located in Dadu District, Taichung City, was established by local gent Mr.
Chao Shun-Fang in 1887. It served as a cultural and educational center. The students of the academy
mostly came from Dadu Xiabao (Dadu, Longjing and Wurih Districts now). Huang Xi Academy is full of
historical meaning and cultural values because it witnessed the rise and fall of these districts.

During Qing Dynasty, China lost the First Sino-Jlapanese War to Japan and ceded Taiwan to
Japan. Education in the academy was forced to put an end during the Japanese-Occupied Period. Then
during the World War II, the academy was bombarded by Allied Forces and damaged severely. After
the Restoration, because of lacked management, the academy turned dilapidated and decayed. What
made things worse was the floods in 1959 almost destroyed the whole academy. Fortunately, with full
supports of local people and government, a large amount of funds were raised in 1986. Afterwards,
the prestigious architect and scholar Han Pao-Teh was assigned to take charge of the restoration
program. Following through two major restoration projects, Huang Xi Academy was finally restored to
the present appearance today.

Talking about its architecture, the craftsmen, material, layout and the carvings were top ranted at
the time. The magnificent brick work was considered as the most excellent work in Taiwan’s educational
and cultural buildings during the late Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). It is the most important cultural
assets with extraordinary artistic values in Dadu District. Being the only ancient academy which existed
today in Taichung City, Huang Xi Academy is beyond precious.
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Space & Layout
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Huang Xi Academy is a traditional Fujianese architecture with two entrances, seven bays and
four wings. The space of the academy is 28 meters in width and 30 meters in length. The position
of the structure sits in north and faces south leaning 15 degrees to east. With a broad and grand
courtyard, Huang Xi Academy is built in a symmetric style with two entrances and two alleys. From
outside to inside, the whole buildings are separated into three parts: Main Gate, Bay Pavilion and

Main Hall. Each space and layout are as follows:
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Main Gate Structure and Feature
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Roof:The first entrance is the Main Gate with
seven-bay-width facade. The roof is divided into
five sections with a roof line lowering from the
center to both wings gradually. The design of
the roof is grandiose, which also reemphasize
the order between master and servant. The
whole construction is full of momentum.
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House Body: The wooden Main Gate is connected by eaves gallery. Because it is built with a unique method
within old building, it survived from natural and man-made disasters and keeps intact up to now. The whole
structure shows the technique used by the original craftsmen was innovated and mature.
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Base: A pair of bluestone-carved
lions stands on both sides of the gate
of Sanchuan Palace. The male lion on
the left-hand side, opening its mouth
and showing its teeth, looks very
pompous. The bell hanged on its neck
is considered tame and spiritual. One
of its front foot stands on a colorful
ball with ribbons, which exhibits its
mighty power instead of fierceness.
The female lion on the right-hand
side, showing its teeth and tongue
and playing with the cub, represents
tenderness and attractiveness. Two
lions look vivid, almighty but also
gentle.
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@ Bai Hall Structure & Features

Bai Hall is a structure with a gabled roof
supported by eight pillars. The four pillars outside
are built with round and oblong granite stones,
which could protect the pillars from wind and
water erosion. The four wooden pillars inside are
connected with the wooden structure in Bai Hall.
The gorgeously carved dragon statue in front of Bai
Hall guides visitors to enter the building from both
side stairs and reminds people to show respect to
Confucius.
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Main Hall Structure & Features

Main Hall, the focus of the entire building group, is a wooden structure with a three-bay-
width facade and an eaves gallery. Because of its modest flat-slope eaves and less specious
area, Main Hall is outshone by the Bai Hall and the Main Gate.
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